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merely as a pretext. His real motive was to bring the
French to the point of making a generous offer of Congo
territory, and to emphasize to the Powers that the Alge-
ciras Act had broken down.
On July 9, Cambon came again to see Kiderlen. He was
deeply depressed and disturbed at the Agadir action, of
which Germany had given no preliminary notice, whereas
France had given ample notification of her march to Fez.
The interview was long and difficult, and punctuated by
silences. Each wanted the other to make proposals. Finally
the words "Congo" and "Togo" were mentioned. But
neither speaker would commit himself further, each declar-
ing that he must get further information and instruc-
tions.115 This delay and diplomatic fencing drew from the
Kaiser the impatient comment:
After four weeks! This is^a cursed comedy! Nothing
accomplished! What the devil is to be done now? This
is a sheer farce, negotiating and negotiating and never get-
ting any further! While we are losing precious time, the
British and the Russians are stiffening up thex frightened
French and dictating to them what they at the most can
condescend to allow us.116
Kiderlen was now in a very difficult position. When
Cambon came to see him again on July 15, and spoke only
of insignificant compensations, he decided to beat about the
bush no longer. He took a map, pointed to the French
Congo, and said Germany ought to have the whole of it.
Cambon nearly fell over backward in astonishment. He
declared that no French Government could ever give up a
whole colony, but that part of it might be surrendered, if
Germany gave up Togo and some of the Cameroons, From
this interview Kiderlen received the impression that "to
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